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On Thursday, August 23rd, Doty 

Island will be hosting a double 

event.  

 

Starting at 5pm, the Doty Island 

Development Council (DIDC) will 

be hosting the free annual picnic 

at Smith Park for all Doty Island 

residents. Neenahôs new Police 

Chief, Aaron Olson, as well as 

Captain Gonzolez and Liaison  

Officer Stuart Zuehls will be    

grilling the hot dogs and helping 

to serve up the food. Itôs the   

perfect event to bring the whole 

family to. The Menasha Historical       

Society will have the caboose 

open this year for those of you 

interested in seeing the inside the 

train.  

 

Food will include: lemonade, 

grilled hot dogs, Hawaiian fruit 

salad, chips, Manderfieldôs cook-

ies, and a couple other sides. We 

will serve food starting at 5pm 

until we run out (or 7:00pm ð

whichever happens first)!  

 

Starting at 6:30pm, Doty Islandôs 

PorchaPolooza begins! Bring your 

camping chair and comfortable 

walking shoes! We have eight 

bands scheduled to play in      

various locations  

around the park for your               

enjoyment. PorchaPolooza is a FREE 

event for everyoneðincluding      

non-Doty residents so invite your 

family and friends for an enjoyable 

night out. Thereôs a wide variety of  

musicians so thereôs something for 

everyone!  

CHECK OUT OUR CENTERFOLD 

FOR THE PORCHAPOLOOZA 

MAP 

Thursday, August 16, 2018  
Twisted Pistons 
Downtown Menasha, 2pmð10pm  
 
Thursday, August 23, 2018  

Doty Island Annual Picnic & 
PorchaPolooza Events  
Food Begins at 5pm;  
Bands from 6:30pm ï 8:30pm 
 
September 8, 2018  
Manhole Cover Madness 
Ninja Course and Fun Run  
Under the Winneconne Overpass 
560 Winneconne Ave, Neenah  
 
September 21 -23 2018  
Community First Fox Cities  
     5K & Marathon 

Riverside Park, Neenah 

 
Saturday, October 6, 2018  
Harvest Fest  
Downtown Menasha, 10amð4pm  
 
Saturday, October 20, 2018  
BOOFEST  
Neenahôs Farmerôs Market 
9am-noon   
 
Thursday, October 25, 2018  
Hometown Halloween 

Downtown Menasha 
4:00pmð6:00pm  
 
Thursday, November 8, 2018  
Doty Island Annual Dinner 
Island Shores 
7:00pm-9:00pm  



Page 2 

IT TAKES A COMMUNITY  
Doty Island Residents and Volunteers  

Filled with historic homes,        
tree-filled parks and waterfront 
access all around, Doty Island is 
one of Neenah-Menashaôs most 
desirable neighborhoods. Thereôs a 
reason for that, the people that 
live on the island care about their 
neighborhood and it shows. Our 
Doty Island Board has noticed that 
caring continues to become more 
and more contagious in all the   
little ways that people help          
maintain and promote our little 
slice of paradise. Youôll see our 
motto, ñTwo Cities, One  
Communityò proudly dis-
played on the entrances to 
the island off the new twin 
trestles of Loop the Lake. 
Many donôt realize that is was 
not always this wayð25 years 
ago when DIDC was founded 
crime was on the upswing, 
the Commercial Street      
business district was          
considered unsafe, and    

housing throughout the island 
was declining. Islanders, some of 
whom had lived here for         
generations, werenôt going to 
stand for this and got together 
to promote, contribute, and     
invest in our area with the      
motto, ñDoty Island Yours to        
Discoverò, and it worked! The 
Doty Island Development Council 
(DIDC) was created.  

Today realtors tag homes as    
being on ñdesirable Doty Islandò.  

That legacy lives on today      
because of our community here 
on Doty Island (that includes 
you)! We share resources such 
as the hospital, restaurants and 
churches. We work together to 
accomplish things like the    
Commercial Street Planters, 
Doty Island cleanup and Doty 
Island welcome signs. And we 
come together for special events 
like the upcoming picnic, winter 
gala and summer parades.  

We cross the border knowing 
that we are two cities and one 
community working together for 
our home, families and heritage. 
I canôt think of a better place to 
live, can you?  

Left: A Doty Island resident     

recognizes some of his neighborsõ 

names on the Loop the Lake   

donation plaque.  

DEVELOPERS PLANS FOR BANTA 
Earlier this year the City of Menasha acquired the former Banta Publishing facility from RR Donnelley              
who closed the plant in 2011. The City is currently working with a developer who is proposing                      
a walkable riverfront neighborhood reusing portions of the building for housing. The                                 
developer hosted a community forum on July 25th. DIDC will share the                                                       
the results of the community forum through social media and                                                                               
emails (subscribe to www.dotyisland.org if you are                                                                                       
interested in receiving the results). This                                                                                                      
development offers an exciting opportunity                                                                                             
for new residents to experience the                                                                                                          
island and at the same time                                                                                                                 
preserve waterfront                                                                                                                          
access at the dam and                                                                                                                          
Banta point for future                                                                                                                             
generations. Keep an eye                                                                                                                           
out for more news on                                                                                                                                    
upcoming developments.  

NOTE: Our newsletterôs print                                                                                                               
date occurred before results. 



Education-Salvation-Damnation. 
These were the words on an early 
twentieth century postcard        
describing the three structures in 
a row on the west of Nicolet 
Boulevard in Menasha. They were 
St. Patrickôs Seaton School 
(Education), St. Patrickôs Catholic 
Church (Salvation) and Walter 
Brotherôs Brewery (Damnation). 
As of 2018, Education 
(demolished in 2016) and      
Damnation (town down in 1960) 
are gone from the landscape, but 
luckily Salvation still stands.  
 
There were many businesses on 
Doty Island in the 19th century, 
though one was missing.          
Wisconsinô s German ancestry   
almost demanded that a brewery 
be built. In 1860 Island City 
Brewery opened and for almost 
100 years beer was made on 
Doty Island (except during        
Prohibition). Three other                   
breweries called the Island home 
until in 1888 when Walter       
Brothers first appeared on the 
brewery name. For 68 years    
Walther Brothers beer flowed 
(except from 1920-1933) in 
Menasha, Appleton, Eau Claire 
and Pueblo Colorado. By 1948 the 

Menasha Brewery produced 
12,000 barrels of beer a year  
under the labels K Pale, Gold    
Label and Gem.  
 
Island residents can thank     
brothers Christian, Martin and 
George Walter for quenching their 
thirst. George was the first brother 
to enter the brewery business in 
Appleton. Christian and Martin 
worked for George and then in 
1885 Christian and Martin along 
with Frank Fries bought the 
Menasha brewery. A year later the 
brothers bought out Frank and    
established Walter Brothers     
Company.    
 
Christian came to the US in 1872 
with $5.00 in his pocket. He        
entered the brewery business in 
Milwaukee and eventually ended up 
working in a saloon that his brother 
George ran in Appleton. Christian 
became a prominent Menasha     
resident and was        
responsible for building 
the Menasha Hotel in 
1906. Chrisianôs home 
was built on the corner of 
Nicolet and Elm where it 
stands today. It is said 
that Christian put in a 
beer pipeline from his 
brewery to his home. A 
never-ending supply of 
beer for sure!  
 
Martin came to the US in 
1880. He first worked for 
his brother George in  
Milwaukee, then Schlitz in 
Milwaukee, a brewery in 
New London, and again 
for his brother in         
Appleton before joining 
his brother Christian in 

EDUCATIONðSALVATIONðDAMATION  
Walter Brothers Brewery  

Menasha. He certainly knew beer 
production. The beer business 
these two entrepreneur brothers 
began lasted until 1956 when  
Walter Brothers closed. Production 
of beer on Doty Island was then 
gone for good. Damnation.  


