
As we all know 
Roosevelt 
Elementary School  
will soon be 
closing. Originally 
established in 
1923 and called 
the Third Ward 
School, until 
renamed after 
WWI for President 
Roosevelt, 
Roosevelt School has taught countless students. Though the doors won’t be 
opening this fall, those touched by the school are left with many memories—
some have been shared below and on page 6.  
 
Every December the students at Roosevelt make poinsettias and walk through 
the island spreading cheer by taping the poinsettias on neighbor’s doors. It is 
one of the neighborhood’s favorite traditions. —Erin Elliot,  December 2022. 
 
I remember those “early” years for me when we still had lunch in the gym!!The 
little “kitchen” off the gym was used to get the food ready. My class had Phy Ed 
right after lunch recess. I always felt badly for my kids when they’d have to be 
down on the floor for warm ups and there might still be some errant peas or 
other food scraps missed by the custodian! —Mrs. Reader, 1986  
 
I remember the end of the year Girl Scout activities in the gym. We crossed the 
bridge to our next level and shared cake, songs, and conversation inside before 
running outside to the playground. The playground was the older metal one that 
sat behind the building where the gardens now grow. —Beth Schmid  
 
When my daughter Christina was in 4th grade (1999), I was volunteering at 
school  Christina was born a rule follower and never gave me or her teachers a 
hard time, ever. Except ONE time where the librarian had to report to us that 
she stood on a coffee table in the library. The librarian asked her if she was 
allowed to do that at home and Christina said "Yes!!" The librarian knew we 
would want to know about her behavior and we did, but her dad and I got so 
upset since it was so out of character that the librarian had to talk us down from 
the ledge. She is now a cardiac surgical nurse so ended up ok! —Cari Lendrum 
 
My father attended Roosevelt School as a young boy, born in 1916. I attended k
-6, so did my youngest daughter. —Judith Catlin  
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Resident Spotlight: 
Aimee John  

I grew up at 404 Nicolet Blvd in the 
Christian Walter House. My siblings and 
I were born and raised on Doty Island 
and I have many fond memories. I have 
lived on Doty Island for a total of 46 out of my 48 
years. I moved out for a little while and eventually 
found my way back to the same block where I was 
raised. I currently reside there now with my husband 
and my son. We raised our three kids in our house 
and our two girls have since recently moved out to 
begin their next chapter. I live next door to my sister 
so it’s nice to be in the same neighborhood where so 
many of our memories were made.  
I went to St. Patrick’s Catholic School before 
transitioning to Butte des Morts Middle School by 7th 
grade and stayed in Menasha public schools until I 
graduated.  
Some of my most favorite memories as a little girl 
would be riding my bike and roller skating in circles for 
hours in our huge driveway. I used to do cartwheels 
off of the granite stone wall that surrounded the 
perimeter of our raised yard. I loved being outside and 
often found activities to do by myself. Another favorite 
memory I have is dressing up in the best made 
costumes (made by my mom) such as ET, Rainbow 
Brite, and many others and trick-or-treating up East 
Forest Ave and Nicolet Blvd. People everywhere with 
their kids and truly such a great memory. I was able to 
do the same and create this same memory for my 
kids and now my grandkids as they get older. I also 
remember going to the duck pond with my grandma 
and thinking that was such a big hill to roll down while 
she sat and watched. One more of my greatest 
memories is being 
married in Smith Park. 
We couldn’t have asked 
for a better place near 
us to create this 
memory. 
I really love living on the 
Island. It’s a great place 
to raise a family. It’s a 
beautiful place to go on 
walks and ride your 
bike; these are a few of 
my favorite activities to 
do now on Doty Island. 
I love that I have core 
happy memories each 
time I get out and ride, 
it’s like living in the past 
while living in the 
present. There are so 
many great things to say 

Bridge Opening!  
Mayor Don Merkes of Menasha 
assures us the bridge will in fact 

open. Believe it or not! He gave us a 
projected open date for the second 

week of April.  
That is just around the corner!  

We cannot wait! 

Scan this 

QR code 

to go 

directly to 

the online 

butter 

braid sale!  
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Welcoming and professional are two 
words to describe Fox Valley 
Counseling and Diagnostics located at 
301 Nicolet Blvd. When you first enter 
the building, office manager Heidi 
greets you with a warm smile, and you 
immediately relax and feel 
comfortable. The professional staff 
includes therapist Lisa Randerson and 
psychologist Dr. Nikolaus Werner, 
who provide multiple services for their 
clients. Lisa works with clients with 
trauma related concerns, marriage 
and couple issues, women's health, 
adolescent behavioral issues, as well 
as pre-teen and adults with mood, 
anxiety and substance abuse 
disorders. Dr Werner deals with 
trauma related issues such as post 
traumatic stress disorder along with 
treating depression and anxiety 
disorders. Dr Werner provides 
comprehensive psychological 
evaluations for clients six years old 
and up to diagnose such areas as 
attention deficit disorder or learning 
disability. He also provides mental 
health evaluations for the court 
guardianship program. Even though 
Lisa and Dr. Werner have separate 
practices within the building, they 
often refer clients to each other 
depending on the client's needs. 
Sometimes a client will prefer a male 
or female therapist and this can be 
accommodated. Both Lisa and Dr. 
Warner use the word thrive when 
talking about their clients. Their 
mission statement emphasizes what 
they believe is essential to help their 
clients deal with the sometimes very 
stressful and challenging journey of 
life. 
 
“Fox Valley Counseling aims to 
provide individuals with a warm and 
genuine experience.” 
 
We know that life can bring about 

Fox Valley 
Counseling and 

Diagnostics 

challenges and we are here to help. We provide psychotherapy and 
psychological services for 
individuals seeking help to gain 
insight into mental health or 
psychological problems, work 
towards personal goals or overcome 
many of life's challenges. We 
provide in person or telehealth 

mental health services in a 
safe professional and 
confidential setting.” 



Yes, they’re here now in Menasha, too.  

Ordinance O-1-23 was introduced in 
February 2022 by Menasha Aldermen 
Austin Hammond, 4th District, and Tom 
Grade, 6th District. The ordinance was 
finally passed - but not without a little 
clucking beforehand.   

The motion was originally deadlocked 
with a 4-4 vote, resulting in Mayor Don 
Merkes breaking the chicken shuffle, 
with an aye vote and the passage of the 
motion with a final vote of 5-4. Jubilation 
in the Chamber! Ordinance 0-1-23 was 
passed February 20, 2023.  

Menasha has joined the flock, with 
Neenah being the first in the Twin Cities 
(Neenah-Menasha) to approve 
chickens. In comparison, Little Chute 
remains firm with a no-chicken policy 
but Fox Crossing, Harrison, and 
Appleton do allow the cluckers. Doty 
Island will now welcome chickens to its 
menagerie of Island animals. But let’s 
first clarify some of those old 
assumptions about chickens.  

Did you know the term for a laying 
chicken is a layer? No, really. (Adult 
laying hen.) Hens will lay eggs with or 
without a rooster as long as they have 
the correct nutrients. The eggs are 
considered infertile with no rooster to 
assist. (No rooster, no chicks.) We won’t 

Backyard Chickens on the Island—Here to Stay 
go into the biology of it but 
please see your local middle 
school science teacher for 
further explanation.  
 
The chickens now allowed in 
Neenah-Menasha are all 
layers, as dictated. The 
restrictions and rules for all this 
chicken ownership are firm: No 
chicken coop in the front yard; 
no breeding of chickens 
allowed; no eggs or chicks can 
be offered for sale; and there is 
no killing of chickens within 
either city limits. Also, a license 
must be issued to have 
chickens on your property. In 
Menasha the license will cost 
$7/flock. Neenah limits their 
residents to four chickens per 
flock. Menasha will vote on a 
proposed six chicken limit at 
the April 15 Council meeting. 
 
But one may ask, “What about 
the noise?” As Alderman 
Hammond points out, the initial 

concerns about noise pollution 
are not well-founded, “Chickens 
in conversation do not match the 
louder decibel rating that barking 
dogs emit. Additionally, hens 
clucking can be surprisingly 
comforting, says Dr. Lori Marino, 
in her 2017 article “The 
inconvenient truth about thinking 
chickens.” Chickens are highly 
social beings, she states, and the 
buk-buk-buk is part of their need 
to maintain a cohesive group. 
The contented chicken noises of 
a community of foragers are 
characterized by soft, low, 
tuneful gurgles and grunts 
(McGrath et.al.).  

So welcome to the Island, ladies! 
We hope you find our Doty Island 
world  comfortable and pleasant 
as can be. No need to cross any 
roads: you’ll find everything you 
need right here. 

Welcome to the Island, ladies!  
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Multi-Talented Custom Creator Calls Island Home 
In Island Plaza, located at 407 First 

Street, Todd Nerenhausen has his 

studio. It’s not obvious from the 

street view, but Todd’s business is 

custom furniture, cabinets, and 

construction of food trucks. Todd 

has a diverse range of talents and 

it comes from his upbringing on 

Doty Island and the time he spent 

in Fort Lauderdale, FL.  

Todd grew up on the west side of 

Doty Island; his mom was raised at 

the end of W. Forest Ave. In grade 

school he attended Menasha 

public schools. When he got older, 

he participated at the Neenah 

Brigade where he learned how to 

sail and dive. That experience 

allowed him to move to Fort 

Lauderdale, FL (1985) and worked 

as a sailboat rigger, which included 

creating custom yacht furniture—

mostly nautical and tropical 

themed. Using natural hardwoods 

and custom dyed-woods, Todd 

created custom inlays in his 

projects. He finishes each piece to 

emphasize the natural grain of the 

wood. Talking to him, it is obvious 

he has a passion for the art he 

creates. You can check out his 

wood projects on his Facebook 

page: ToddartLLC.  

In 2006, Todd began coming back to  

Wisconsin to teach one-month 

classes at Brigade sharing all he had 

learned from his personal 

experience—sailing, diving, and 

woodworking. Now, living 

full-time in his childhood 

home, he works as a 

Facility Maintenance 

Manager for St. Paul 

Lutheran Church and 

backup for the ED Smith 

Building. With the food 

truck craze, 

he has 

picked up a 

new love: 

outfitting 

food trucks. 

To date, he 

has fully 

outfitted 

four well-

known food 

trucks: Caribbean Taste, Locally 

Sauced, and two for On the Fritz 

Concessions. He is part of the 

Northeast Wisconsin Food Truck 

Association.  

There doesn’t seem to be much 

that Todd can’t do. If you need 

custom furniture, call Todd. If you 

need help with your yacht, call 

Todd. If you need your food truck 

outfitted...well you get the idea.  
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Farewell to Roosevelt Elementary: Remembering the Past 

I grew up on Doty Island with my 

brother and sister. We all went to 

Roosevelt School in the early 50’s. 

I remember shooting marbles 

alongside the building. Wonderful 

School! -Jean (Zarnoth) Niemuth 

The giant slide on the 

playground!  

Elizabeth Holz, 1963 

My first time teaching 1st grade 

was at Roosevelt School. I went 

to pick up my students from 

recess; they weren’t there. 

Looked all over the school. Miss 

Rose Ann Blair hid them under 

her 5th grade students’ desks. I 

looked into her room, she 

looked over to me and just kept 

teaching. Students just kept 

working. Finally, I got back to 

my classroom and the kids 

came marching in, happy as 

larks. Rose Ann was smart, 

strict, and fun. —Sue Vine, 

1980-81 

I remember in 2002 - 2004, we 
participated in a fundraiser called 

"Soupster", in which businesses and 
organizations made and served up their 

soup creations and were 
judged.  Bonnie and I made 

"Mulligatawny" at least twice, and won 
the judges' choice trophy once.  

Wally Bergstrom  

As a parent, some of my favorite memories... 
Arline DaBill, resident that lives across the street from 
Roosevelt standing at the door, greeting, and giving hugs. Being 
a guest reader in my kid's classrooms. Field Day fun and the 4th 
grade bike ride in the community (as a chaperone). Daily 
Pledge of Allegiance. The best teachers: 1st - Mrs.Michlig/Mrs. 
Reader, 2nd - Mrs. Hager, 3rd - Mrs. Ruthven, 4th - Mrs. 
Bohannen, 5th - Mr. Schultz. My mother also went to Roosevelt 
in 1939!! —L. Miranda 

"What fond memories we have of the youngsters from 

Roosevelt School as they participated in the School Tours to 

Doty Cabin.  What a perfect complement to their 4th Grade study 

of Wisconsin History.  The location was perfect for them, as 

students hiked, biked and frolicked their way from the school 

yard to the Cabin, just a few blocks away.  They were always 

very well-prepared for the tour, much to the delight of their 

teachers!"  - The Doty Cabin Docents  

I was in 5th grade, on Friday, November 22, 1963, when 

Principal Loren Graunke entered the classroom and took 

aside our teacher, Miss Lichtenberg. She broke into tears 

and announced that President Kennedy had been 

assassinated. We gathered our belongings and went to the 

gymnasium, where we all knelt on the floor and prayed. We 

were allowed to leave school early that day. The fact that 

our teacher gathered us together to pray, is a memory I will 

cherish and never forget. - Monica (Schweikl) Taylor  

Phil Johnson, principal at 
Roosevelt in the late 
80’s early 90’s used to 
climb the gym ropes. 
from bottom to top AND 
ring the bell!  Always a 
trip!! – Kay Horan 



 

 

Scan this 

QR code to go 

directly to our 

online shop to 

purchase Doty 

Replacing Logs on 
Doty Cabin—Jan 
2023 

We have great news to share! 
The Doty Island Development 
Council (DIDC) has recently 
received a $5,000 grant from the 
Helen Hardt Family Fund within 
the Community Foundation for 

the Fox Cities 
Region. The Neenah 
Parks & Recreation 
Department will use 
the grant money to 
support the 
replacement of logs 
on Doty Cabin 
(located within Doty 
Park, Neenah, 
Wisconsin). 

Officer Emil Zimdars, 

Island Policeman, help-

ing children across Com-

mercial St. in 1946. He 

was named the most 

courteous policeman in 

Neenah and Menasha by 

the Neenah Kiwanis Club 

in 1938. Crossing the 

street is Miss Rhea 

Pedersen and her Roosevelt School first graders. Neenah Police 

photograph collection. - Taken from Neenah Historical Society Flickr   
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DIDC held the meeting at the 2022 Annual Meeting at the 
Whiting Boathouse and provided hors d’oeuvres. Club Liquor 
generously supplied the libations. DIDC handed out two 
Longevity Awards: Michelle Lynn for 15 years and Scott Francis 
for 20 years of Board membership. Ron Klatt was awarded the 
Mike McKinnon Award, pictured, for his tireless ambition to 
ensure community history is preserved.  

Annual Meeting: December 9, 2022 

DIDC Donates to Youth Go  

Every year the DIDC chooses a charity for their 
Mowry's Table Fundraiser. In 2022, the board 
chose Youth Go as the recipient. We collected 
$1,043 from the community and we matched 
$1,000. On Tuesday, January 24th, DIDC Board 
Members presented a check for $2,043 to Kelly 
Hicks, the Director of Youth Go. Thank you to 
everyone that contributed to the Mowry's Table 
Fundraiser. BELOW (Left to Right) are DIDC 
Board Members presenting the check to Youth 
Go: Mark Mayer, Kelly Hicks (Youth Go Director), 
Dani Rand, Ron Klatt. Taking the Picture: Scott 
Francis. 

NMFR Santa Float Sponsorship 

Have you heard? The Neenah-Menasha Firefighters 
Charitable Foundation is fundraising to replace their 
Santa Float. Last November/December Santa and his 
Reindeer spent 10 nights of traveling the streets of 
Neenah and Menasha. They covered approximately 150 
miles and spread holiday cheer for nearly 30 hours. This 
year they will be upgrading their float for a much needed 
update! Due to the support of its residents, as well as 
receiving a grant from Avery Dennison, the Doty Island 
Development Council was able to donate $2,500 to 
sponsor the Elves' Workshop. 

DIDC Name Change Proposal 

Here at Doty Island Development Council we are 
looking at the future and have been toying with the 
idea of a brand refresh. We don’t feel like our name, 
Doty Island Development Council, really exemplifies 
who we are or what we do in the community. Some 
ideas we have had are: Doty Island Neighbors, Inc, 
Doty Island Council, Doty Island Community Coun-
cil...Do you have any ideas for new names that fit us a 
bit better? Any feedback on a possible change? 
Please email us at stephaniec@dotyisland.net  
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125 E. Forest Avenue – Neenah 

201 Main Street - Menasha 

BOMIER  

PROPERTIES 

Commercial 

Realtors & 

Developers 

(920) 739-5300 

info@bomier.com 

 GOOD FOR  

$1 off Arnold 

Palmer 
330 N Commercial 

St, Neenah 

920-886-3094 

 
 Theresa Granados 
 The Kelly Padghams 
 Ron & Lynnette Klatt  
 In Memory of Norbert 

Zoltowski (Anna Zoltowski) 
 Zickler Family  
 Congregational United Church 

of Christ 
 St. Thomas Church  
 Neenah Club  
 ACE Hardware 
 Evergreen Credit Union  
 Jeff Lendrum  
 Storm—The Lawn Pro  
 Kay’s Salon 
 Regency Wealth 

Management, LLC 

 
 In Memory of Peggy Dalberto  

(Brandy Werner)  
 Mark Mayer—Century 21 Ace 

Realty  
 Bellwether Interior Design  
 Michele Lynn 
 In Memory of Debbie Pickett 

(Amanda Huston)  
 The Probst Family 
 Junko Schifferl  
 YMCA 
 Shellates 
 Florence 

Bruno  

Doty Island Planter Sponsors 



DIDC was a sponsor of the Winter Gala this year. The event had 

been moved to the Smith Park Pavilion allowing a much larger 

warming space with room for activities than previous years. 

Propane heaters, hot chili (provided by NM Fire Dept), and hot 

chocolate kept attendees warm. The event collected $500 in cash 

that was donated to Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue for the new 

Santa Float.  Ron Klatt 

and Florence Bruno 

picture left.  

In 2021, DIDC commissioned 
Clever Cuts N Carvings (Merill, 
Wisconsin) to create a 3D cutout 
of Doty Island showing the 
surrounding bodies of water. This 
one-of-a-kind art is laser cut from 
reclaimed wood. The size of the 
art is 20" x 20". There were only 
400 tickets available. The winning 
ticket was drawn at the annual 
meeting at the Whiting 
Boathouse. Here is a picture of 
the winner, Christopher. The prize 
was delivered to his home on 
December 9, 2022 

Winter Gala February 2023  

Doty Island Raffle Fall 2022— 

Winner Chris Peterson 

Hometown Halloween  

October 2022 
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Our volunteers handing out cider 

at Menasha’s annual Hometown 

Halloween downtown trick-or-

treating event. Picture above: Erin 

Culligan, Schott Francis, Ron 

Klatt 



INDIVIDUAL 
Erin M. Culligan 
Carol Deprey 
Margaret Docter 
Kathryn Eisenreich 
Patricia Farster 
Cindy Fitzgibbon 
Anne Harmel 
Mary Krause 
Roddie Larsen 
Cari Lendrum 
Richard Loehning 
Thomas Mottard 
Stanley Sevenich 
Patrick Sommers 
Lynn Thuren 
 

FAMILY 
Jacob & Christina 

Anderson 
Jim & Jeanette 
 Baggot 
Rod & Debbie Birling 
Florence et 
Emmanuel  Bruno 
Stephanie Cheslock 
&  Frank Zaretzke 
John & Ayanda 
Crispin 
Beth & Charles 
 Dunning 
Erin & Zach Elliot 
James & Emily Funk 
Butch & Julie 
 Grondahl 
Lisa Hansen 
Harding Family 
Tom & Katie Hobart 
Ron & Debra 
 Hopfensperger 
Mark & Susie Lange 
Ed & Leslie Lehman 
Pat & Jean Lowney 
Paul & Patricia Meier 
Lara Vendola-
 Messer & Derek 
 Messer 
Joseph Meulemans 
Richard & Martha 
 Moore 
Mulder Family 
Tim Neuman Family 
Jacy & David Park 
Parry Family  
Bonnie Parry  

John, Kathy & Carol 
 Peterson 
Cindy Strong & Peter 
 Pfundtner 
Bob & Sally Plath 
Christopher & Theresa 
 Reuss 
Donna & Ben  Richardson 
Benjamin S. & Tiffany 
 Sams 
John & Holly Scharer 
Luke Schiller 
Mike & Aubrey 
 Schroeder 
Jerry & Penny Scribner 
Denny & Ronnie Simon 
Patrick & Marcia 
 Streicher 
Mary & Mary Streufert 
James & Bevery Sund 
Jim & JoAnn Tart 
James & Monica 
 Taylor   
Joshua Ranger & Mary 
 Thompson 
Kurt & Jenny Toeppler 
Lindsay & Shannon 
 Turchan-Meeks 
Michael Westbrook   
Tim & Mory Wrase 
 

SUSTAINING 
Mike & Terri Bonertz 
Amy Books 
John & Liane Buttita 
Dennis & Lisa  Durocher 
Scott Francis 
Janet & Gregory Kautz 
LaFaive Family 
Theresa Granados 
Bradley & Barbara 
 Lauderdale 
Lauer Family 
Craig & Michele Lynn 
Jann & Bill McBride 
Joe & Melanie Miller 
Dean & Judy Moede 
Ann Oliver & Louis 
 Lepore 
Jane, Jone, Beatrice & 
Clara Padgham 
Steve Spanbauer 
Thomas & Janet Sutter 
Deby & Jim Trader 
Philip & Ellen  Vanderhyden 

Scott Weber 
Craig & Anna Zoltowski 
CONTRIBUTING 
Sarah Bauer & Jeff 
 Heimerman 
Robert & Elke Ellis 
Ron & Lynnette Klatt 
Dan & Shelley Taycher 
 

SUPPORTING 
Frederick & Susan 
 Bartizal 
Dianne & John 
 Bergstrom 
Wally & Marshelle 
 Bergstrom 
Jeffrey Bierman 
Heather & Jean-
 Maurice Boyer 
Carol & Denny Briggs 
Judy Catlin 
Margaret Coluciello,  PhD, 
RN 
Mark Pollard & Jill  Enos 
Sue Erdmann 
Kotchen Family 
Jack & Marcia Fry 
Yuyun Sejati & Chris  Jones 
Peter & Anne Jones 
Kelly Family 
Mark & Leslie Mayer 
Don Merkes 
Joe & Melanie Miller  
Gary & Kathy Nichter 
Terese & Joe Poeschl 
Probst Family 
Rand Family 
Michael Rass 
David & Kristine Sexton 
Michelle Storm 
Wayne & Ruth Streck 
Teerlinck Family 
Mary Jane Van 
 Lieshout 
Mark & Ellen Van Pay 
Karl Volkman 
Webster Family 
Kevin Worm 
Mary Ellyn Wroblewski 
Christoph & Mather 
 Zickler 
 

NON-PROFIT 
Congregational United 
 Church of Christ 

Doty Island Development Council Membership 

Menasha Historical Society 
Neenah Club 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
St. Thomas Episcopal 
 Church 
Neenah-Menasha YMCA  
 

BUSINESSES 
Acre Realty 
Bellweather Interior Design 
Bomier Properties, Inc.  
Brazee's ACE Hardware 
Century 21 ACE Realty - 
 Mark Mayer 
Evergreen Credit Union 
Pigeon River Soaps 
Shellattes Coffee & Tea 
Storm, The Lawn Pro 
 

PROVIDERS 
Emprize Brewmill, LLC  
Fish Fry Properties, LLC 
Hawkins Ash CPAs, LLC 
Lendrum Photography, LLC 
Regency Wealth 
Management, LLC 
Romenesko Family 
Eyecare, LLC 
 

BUILDERS 
Edward Jones Investments 
 - Chad Hopfensperger 
Amanda & David Izquierdo 
Keith Family  
Wayne & Candy Rusin 
Julie Waite 
 

PATRONS 
Patrick & Amy Galloway 
Thrivent Financial - Thrivent 
Action Teams 
Nate & Holly VanZeeland 
Michael & Stephanie 
 Vrabec 
 

PARTNERS 
Club Liquor - James & 
 Anastasia Horan 
Community First Credit 
 Union 
Helen Hardt Family Fund - 
 Community Foundation 
 for the Fox Cities 
 Region 
Mowry Smith III 

Please let us know if you have submitted a membership donation but do not see your name or if there is a misspelling. We sincerely apologize for the 

mistake and will remedy it right away! Email us at anna@dotyisland.net 



Doty Island Development Council  

181 E North Water street 

Suite 222 

Neenah, WI 54957 

 

Phone: (920)479-0894 

Jacy Park—President  

Email: dotyisland@gmail.com 

Website: www.dotyisland.net 

 

DIDC meets the 2nd and 4th  

Thursdays of each month from 7-8pm.  


